
LATVIAN STATE SCHOLARSHIPS
AND FELLOWSHIPS

FIND OUT MORE

Find a study programme and a university in Latvia on the website
www.studyinlatvia.lv. It is a national level website, offi cial information 
resource and national guide for international students. 
It provides: 
   Information about the higher education in Latvia, university 

entry requirements, admission steps, tuition fees, and practical 
information about life in Latvia.

   A searchable database with a list of universities and study 
programmes.

Contact us:

scholarships@viaa.gov.lv

+ 371 67 814 331

Study in Latvia

Latvian state scholarships and fellowships

Latvian state scholarships and fellowships, as well as the initiative 
Study in Latvia is administrated by the State Education Development 
Agency in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Science.

1 Valnu street, Riga, LV-1050, Latvia

studyinlatvia@viaa.gov.lv 

studyinlatviaLV

studyinlatvia

StudyLatvia

Contact us:

Detailed information about Latvian state scholarships and fellowships 
on the website of the agency: www.viaa.gov.lv/scholarships

Eligible countries are more than 40 countries, which have signed an 
agreement on the co-operation in education and science with Latvia,
or other partner countries.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

We, as international students, are one big family here in Riga

It is a signifi cant support

Bjarne Pohlmann from Germany
is a Dentistry student at Rīga 
Stradiņš University (RSU). 

“I heard about the possibility to study 
abroad in the medical fi eld from 
friends of my family. One girl from 
my hometown graduated at RSU and 
she told me all about Riga, Latvia, 
and her experiences at RSU. I have 

never regretted my decision to apply for studies in Latvia - from the fi rst 
moment I felt very safe and at home in the beautiful city of Riga. We, as 
international students, are one big family here in Riga and it makes the 
study experience better than anywhere else. The received Latvian state 
scholarship is a manifestation of the work and the heart that I put not 
only into my studies, but also during extracurricular activities at RSU.”

Kristina Nesterova from Uzbekistan
is a PhD student in Economics and 
Business at Turiba University. 

“It’s been already six years since 
I fi rst landed in Latvia. I couldn’t 
find another place where I felt 
so peaceful, inspired, and full of 
motivation to create. I am absolutely 
in love with this country, its people, 

traditions, nature, and consider it as my home. Today, I am doing my 
Ph.D. in Economics and Business, and the teachers and administrative 
staff in my university were always supportive and helped me a lot 
throughout the years. I have a couple of achievements at the university, 
and I was also lucky to be nominated for the Latvian state scholarship 
twice, in 2018 and 2020. I am very grateful for that as it was signifi cant 
support and still is.”

Being a student when you do not have to worry about money Latvia has become my second homeland 
Aygun Bayramli from Azerbaijan
is studying Business Economics 
and Management at Riga Technical 
University. 

“I wanted to start my own business 
in my home country, but I had 
little experience in this matter and 
decided not to waste time and get 
knowledge. The difference of income 

in our country and in Europe is quite big, so I understood that I needed 
to have an additional option to cover my expenses by fi nding job or by 
support of my family. I learned from a friend about the Latvian state 
scholarship. It was not diffi cult to collect all the necessary documents, 
but competition was intense, as there were many students from my 
country who applied for the scholarship. Being a student is much more 
interesting and fun when you don’t have to worry about money.”

Pavel Štoll from the Czech Republic 
is conducting research at the 
Faculty of Humanities of the 
University of Latvia.

“I started my research activities in 
Latvia in the 1990s when preparing 
my diploma paper and later my 
doctoral thesis. In recent years, I 
have been working on my habilitation 

paper. During all these years my working conditions in Latvia have been 
as good and pleasant as in the years, when I started my research in 
my homeland. I could sincerely recommend everyone to apply for the 
Latvian state scholarships enabling you to do research in Latvia. Also, 
my personal contacts here have been so great that I have been visiting 
Latvia several times per year. Latvia has become my second homeland.”

ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

 Italy
 Spain
  Belgium (Wallonia

and Brussels)
 Bulgaria
 Croatia
 Cyprus
 Finland
 Ukraine

 France 
 Poland
 Austria
 Germany
 Slovakia
 Czech Republic 
 Greece
 Sweden
 Denmark

 Hungary
 Lithuania
 Switzerland
 Estonia
 Iceland
 Norway
 Moldova
 Georgia
 Azerbaijan

Europe
  The United States 

of America
 Mexico 

North America

 Peru
South America

 Turkey
 Israel
 Kazakhstan
 Uzbekistan
 Tajikistan
 Kyrgyzstan
 Turkmenistan

 Mongolia
  The People`s 

Republic of China
 Japan 
 South Korea
 Indonesia
 Vietnam

Asia
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OVERALL CONDITIONS APPLICATION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDIES
  Latvian state scholarships are available for studies,

and fellowships - for research. 
  A scholarship can be received by Bachelor’s,

Master’s and PhD students for studies. 
   A fellowship can be received by scientifi c and

academic staff for conducting research. 
  Citizens from about 40 countries can apply.
  Each applicant can submit only one application on an open call. 

  A call for applications is open
annually from 1st February to 1st April.

  The application process takes place online in the electronic
application system at https://scholarships.viaa.gov.lv. 

  The application process is managed by
the State Education Development Agency. 

  English, German, Latvian or another EU language.

An applicant: 

*Incomplete and incorrect applications are not assessed. * The list of contact persons of Latvian HEI can be found at: www.viaa.gov.lv/scholarships 

Makes a profi le with
a unique login and password

Fills in an application form
according to the set criteria*

Attaches all the necessary application
documents (translated in Latvian or English)

for Bachelor’s and Master’s students

for Bachelor’s and Master’s students

for PhD students 

for PhD students 

Submits the application by
the deadline of the call

Receives an offi cial decision on the award of
the scholarship or fellowship by e-mail in June, 
and the decision is available in the candidate’s 
profi le of the electronic application system

   From 1st September to 30th June
(in exceptional cases dates may vary).

   Studies in Latvia are not free of charge in foreign languages.
An average tuition fee ranges from €1,600 to €4,000 per year.
For medicine or executive business programmes
the cost may be up to €15,000 per year.

   Scholarships do not fully cover all the expenses related
to your studies (tuition fee, living costs, and other expenses).

   Scholarships and fellowships cannot be awarded
concurrently with other grants.

   Travel expenses from a home country to Latvia and back
are not covered by Latvian state scholarships or fellowships.

   A scholarship or fellowship holder is required to
make his own arrangements for the insurance coverage.

   A fellowship covers accommodation and daily allowance.

   An applicant must choose a study programme
at a Latvian HEI prior to the application for a scholarship. 

   An applicant must receive a letter of acceptance for
the chosen study programme from the Latvian HEI
prior to the application for a scholarship.

   An applicant, who is already studying at a Latvian HEI,
should also receive the letter of acceptance for the present or 
chosen study programme prior to the application for a scholarship.

   The letter of acceptance for the chosen study programme from a 
Latvian HEI needs to be provided by the designated contact person*.

   Bachelor’s students, who have already successfully completed at 
least 1 academic year at any higher education institution (HEI).

   Master’s or PhD students from any previous HEI.

Language of instruction

Application process step by step 

The academic year in Latvia

Financial provisions

Application conditions 

Awarded time period 

Amount of the scholarship 

Eligible applicants

A scholarship holder can re-apply for a scholarship for another study year, but the 
scholarship can be awarded for no more than 2 consecutive terms to one scholarship 
holder.
The scholarship shall not be granted for such month when the recipient of the 
scholarship studies at the institution of higher education for less than 15 calendar days.

  Academic and scientifi c staff of Latvian or foreign higher 
education and research institutions.

  An applicant must receive a letter of acceptance for the fi eld of the 
research from the Latvian HEI or research institution prior to the 
application for fellowship.

  The letter of acceptance for the fi eld of the research from the 
Latvian HEI or research institution needs to be provided by the 
designated contact person*.

Daily allowance 

If a fellowship holder is not present in Latvia for more than 14 consecutive days, then 
fellowship is revoked for the respective period.

For accommodation 

 Have all the documents translated into Latvian or English before the submission. 

Application documents for scholarships for studies

Up to 10 months Up to 11 months

€ 500 per month € 670 per month

€ 30 per day € 300 per month

From 14 days up to 5 months

Application documents for fellowships for research

 Have all the documents translated into Latvian or English before the submission. 

COPY OF A LETTER BY THE HEI
Contact the specifi ed HEI contact person to compile the letter. 
See the list of contact persons of Latvian HEIs on the the web.

CURRICULUM VITAE (CV)
Contact the specifi ed HEI contact person to compile the letter. 
Use the Europass template.

LETTER OF MOTIVATION
Include activities outside studies related to the study fi eld in 
Latvia or in the home country.

PROOF OF EDUCATION
Diploma and supplements or transcript of records of the last 
2 semesters.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Copies of two letters of recommendation from academic staff 
members, signed within the last 6 months.

STUDY PLAN
Find the study plan form on the web.

COPY OF LANGUAGE CERTIFICATE
Other document certifying the language profi ciency required 
for studies suits as well.

COPY OF ID OR PASSPORT

COPY OF A LETTER BY THE HEI OR RESEARCH 
INSTITUTION
See the list of contact persons of Latvian HEIs on the web.

CURRICULUM VITAE (CV)
Add list of academic publications. Use the Europass template.

RESEARCH PLAN

LETTER OF MOTIVATION

PROOF OF QUALIFICATION
Copy of most recent HEI qualifi cation and diploma supplement.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
From one academic staff member of HEI or reaserch 
institution, signed within the last three months.

RESEARCH RELEVANCE
Copy of a substantiation of the research relevance by the 
research supervisor of the Latvian higher education institution 
or research institution.

COPY OF ID OR PASSPORT
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friends of my family. One girl from 
my hometown graduated at RSU and 
she told me all about Riga, Latvia, 
and her experiences at RSU. I have 

never regretted my decision to apply for studies in Latvia - from the fi rst 
moment I felt very safe and at home in the beautiful city of Riga. We, as 
international students, are one big family here in Riga and it makes the 
study experience better than anywhere else. The received Latvian state 
scholarship is a manifestation of the work and the heart that I put not 
only into my studies, but also during extracurricular activities at RSU.”

Kristina Nesterova from Uzbekistan
is a PhD student in Economics and 
Business at Turiba University. 

“It’s been already six years since 
I fi rst landed in Latvia. I couldn’t 
find another place where I felt 
so peaceful, inspired, and full of 
motivation to create. I am absolutely 
in love with this country, its people, 

traditions, nature, and consider it as my home. Today, I am doing my 
Ph.D. in Economics and Business, and the teachers and administrative 
staff in my university were always supportive and helped me a lot 
throughout the years. I have a couple of achievements at the university, 
and I was also lucky to be nominated for the Latvian state scholarship 
twice, in 2018 and 2020. I am very grateful for that as it was signifi cant 
support and still is.”

Being a student when you do not have to worry about money Latvia has become my second homeland 
Aygun Bayramli from Azerbaijan
is studying Business Economics 
and Management at Riga Technical 
University. 

“I wanted to start my own business 
in my home country, but I had 
little experience in this matter and 
decided not to waste time and get 
knowledge. The difference of income 

in our country and in Europe is quite big, so I understood that I needed 
to have an additional option to cover my expenses by fi nding job or by 
support of my family. I learned from a friend about the Latvian state 
scholarship. It was not diffi cult to collect all the necessary documents, 
but competition was intense, as there were many students from my 
country who applied for the scholarship. Being a student is much more 
interesting and fun when you don’t have to worry about money.”

Pavel Štoll from the Czech Republic 
is conducting research at the 
Faculty of Humanities of the 
University of Latvia.

“I started my research activities in 
Latvia in the 1990s when preparing 
my diploma paper and later my 
doctoral thesis. In recent years, I 
have been working on my habilitation 

paper. During all these years my working conditions in Latvia have been 
as good and pleasant as in the years, when I started my research in 
my homeland. I could sincerely recommend everyone to apply for the 
Latvian state scholarships enabling you to do research in Latvia. Also, 
my personal contacts here have been so great that I have been visiting 
Latvia several times per year. Latvia has become my second homeland.”

ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

 Italy
 Spain
  Belgium (Wallonia

and Brussels)
 Bulgaria
 Croatia
 Cyprus
 Finland
 Ukraine

 France 
 Poland
 Austria
 Germany
 Slovakia
 Czech Republic 
 Greece
 Sweden
 Denmark

 Hungary
 Lithuania
 Switzerland
 Estonia
 Iceland
 Norway
 Moldova
 Georgia
 Azerbaijan

Europe
  The United States 

of America
 Mexico 

North America

 Peru
South America

 Turkey
 Israel
 Kazakhstan
 Uzbekistan
 Tajikistan
 Kyrgyzstan
 Turkmenistan

 Mongolia
  The People`s 

Republic of China
 Japan 
 South Korea
 Indonesia
 Vietnam

Asia
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